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Dear Zoctor J.:eidelberger: 

!',ecei.pt is acknowledged of your note of November 22. The ixforma- 
tion Liven you in Paris concerting the rejection by the AcKssions Committee 
of the application of Iime. Irene Joliot-Curie for membership in the l:CS is 
correct. Katurally, we are sorry that this is "creatinr .a most unfavorable 
imnression in 3rance." * 

Vhen this application was received, the Mmi.ssions Committee con- 
sulted with counsel who advised the Committee that he considered iia&me 
Joliot-Curie ineligible for membership. Xecently I reopened this question 
with Uisha Hanson and he has written me as follows in regxd thereto: 

Uhen this matter first came up, I was asked to make an 
inquiry for the benefit of the l.1emi:ershi.y: Committee anti, under 
date of June 26, I reported to you that %ne. Joliot-Curie's 
record "as an avowed Ccxxmunist is well known, so well known in 
fact that in 1951 she was dropped :.s a member of the French 
Atomic Energy Commission." In the same comrlunication, I fur- 
nished you with additional data concerning this womanls activi- 
ties ani pointed out that at the present time she i-s ine?.i.gible 
for admission to this country even on a visitor's visa6 

I further pointed out that it is not the oblit:ation cf 
the American Chemical Society to accept all applicants for member- 
d-lip "who are professional13 T qualit'ied where sound reasons exist 
for their rejection because of their activities in other fields." 

I anticipated that __ if ;'me. Joliot-Curie's a.; I- +lication 
were rejected the Societ, 7~ und.oubtedly would receive complaints 
frcxx some of its members at hcxe as ~~rell as abroad. Such were 
to be expected and now they have been received. I dcsire to 
point out in conxxent thereon, however, that it is my considered 
opinion that Rne. Joliot-Curie does not qualify for mefibership 
in the hierican Chemical Society. 

Section 2 of the Charter of the Society rots forth the 
objectives of the Society. One of these objectives is r~fosterin~ 
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public welfare." Another is "the development of our countryts 
industries.tl A third is "adding to the material prosperity and 
happiness of our people." 

The qualifications for membership are precisely set 
forth in Article IV of the Constitution of the Society. 
Section l(a) of Article IV provides that "The membership of 
the Society shall consist of incZviduals interested in the 
objects of the Society." 

Mme. Joliot-Curie, being an avowed working Communist 
who has been dropped by her own Government from a high Govern- 
ment position, definitely cannot qualify for membership in the 

~American Chemical Society because an avowed Communist cannot 
I have a sincere interest in fostering public welfare in the 
\ United States, developin, q the industries of the United States 
/ or adding to the material prosperity a& happiness of the 
, people cf the United States. 

In fact, under the precise provisions of Section 3 
of Article IV of the Constitution of the Society, any Communist 
is subject to expulsion from membership in the Society if pro- 
ceedings for expulsion are started in accordance siiith the pro- 
visions of Section 6 of Eylaw I. 

The foregoing information currently is not a public document 
although I have pesented it to a few individuals like yourself who have 
asked about this matter. If you use it, I am sure it will be because you 
belie-ve it ~2.11 benefit the ;iCS, but naturally I should prefer that it not 
be distributed and certainly it is not for publication. 

Cordially yours, 

Alden H. &i&ry 
li i 

Executive Secretary I/ 
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